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International Campaign „The 5th of every month for the Cuban 5“; 
here: Request on behalf of René Gnzález Sehwerert, one of the Cuban Five, 

          asking permission to travel to Cuba for two weeks 
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Excellency, 

 

we would like to ask you to transfer to the U.S. government the urgent need to 
respond positively to the request filed on April 3, 2013, by Dr. Philip Horowitz, 

on behalf of René González Sehwerert, Document 1839, Case No: 98-721-CR- 
LENARD, asking permission to travel to his country Cuba, to attend the 

memorial for his father Cándido René González, who passed away last April 1st 
at the age of 82 after a long illness. 

 
Please note that in Dr. Horowitz' motion issued in February 2011, where René 

González asked respectfully to serve the three years of supervised release in 
Cuba, one of the reasons for this request was the old age of his parents. 

 
The U.S. government opposed this motion arguing that René González, on 

parole, has the right to travel to Cuba to visit his wife, family and others. 
 

We, as well as several international human rights bodies, consider that René 

González is receiving additional punishment since he was not allowed to be 
visited by his wife Olga Salanueva. To this is added the pain of losing his 

brother and father in a span of 10 months, being unable to be with them in 
their last moments, or to give comfort to his family in situations that are of 

huge impact for any human being. 
 

Rene's whole family, his mother, wife, daughters, grandson, brothers and 
sisters, nephews and other relatives are living in Cuba. His social and 

emotional ties are in Cuba. Making him serve three years of supervised release 
in Florida, where he has no social network, is in contradiction with the parole 

law passed by Congress, which aims to reintegrate the citizen to his family and 
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society to which he belongs. 

 

The permanence of René González in the U.S. does not meet the objectives of 
his supervised release after serving, until the last day, the 15 years of his 

unjust conviction. It forces him cruelly into exile from his own country and his 
beloved ones, and it exposes him to the threats of criminal groups residing in 

Florida whom, as he already denounced, threaten his life. Judge Jean Lenard 
acknowledged the magnitude of these groups. At the peak of absurdity she 

added a special condition in the judgment of René González, "the defendant is 
prohibited, once recovered his freedom, to come close to or frequent places 

where people involved in organized crime come together." 
 

In June 2012 Dr. Horowitz filed another motion on behalf of René González, 
offering to renounce U.S. citizenship in exchange for being allowed to return to 

Cuba permanently. Response is still awaited. 
 

From September 2012 onwards, René González is prevented without any 

reason to receive consular visits. 
 

We appeal to the sense of humanity to respect the basic rights of citizens who 
are on parole. We therefore ask the U.S. government to approve the request 

made by the lawyer of René González. 
 

Attached is the motion filed by Dr. Horowitz. 
 

Awaiting your good offices sincerely yours, 
 


